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ravin. The difficulties of main-
taining and restaring the cul-
tural heritage are no respecters
of national boundaries. And so
the problems faced by conser-
vators across Europe are strik-
ing in their similarity; the lack
of nationalregisters tor the pro-
fession; the need to recognise
the autonomy of the individual
restorer; and, aboveall, the need
for adequate training,

This month, 2 document
drawn up by forty Eucopean
experts with recommendations
for practical working solutions
i to be presented to the Buro-
pean Commission.

It follows a conference heid
at the University of Pavia in
October where invited special-
ists worked behind closed doors
to set out guidelines for Euro-
pean standards governing the
canservation of the culturai
heritage. Htisexpected thatthese
recommendations will be trans-
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Common solutions and standards for the profession

Forty specialists from across Europe present Brussels with their recommendations
expected to be translated into a Directive within five years

lated into a Directive within
five years. The document has
already been circulated to all
European institutes of conser-
vation, with a request that its
recoinmendations be followed.
The two-page decument it~
selfis phrased in vague terms—
to be expected, perhaps, of
guidelines that are to serve for
restorers woiking as far apart
as Aberdeen and Palermo.
Wiile certain problems are in-
deed shared by all those in the
profession, the particularities of
€ach European country will dic-
tate the way in which conserva-
tors attempt to moeve forwand.

One of the confercnce’s main
theimes, the question of stand-
ards ineducation and training, is,
on the whole, more pressing in
Meditencanean countries such as
[taly, than in countries such as
the UK. In Italy, a proliferation
of unautherised courses claim-
ingtoofferadequate training and
lasting in some cases as little as
three days, puts strict legislation
at the top of the agenda for the
COUNITY’s conservators.

The recognition of conser-
vation as an autonomous pro-
fession on a par with the medi-
calorlegal profession isseen as
essential for standards io be

maintained. Here, British con-
servators lead the field by a
long way. Most professionat
bodies work under the umbrella
wtelage of the Conservation
Forum which is working to-
wards accreditation for the pro-
fession. Conservators in other
countries wiil have to organise
themselves from scratch.

Finally, the conference
called for increasing awareness
at a political level. Each coun-
try will have to approach the
powers that be in the most ap-
propriate way, through quan-
gos or lobbying.

The conference is part of a

series of Evropean initiatives.
According to one of the spe-
cialists on the steering commit-
tee for the conference, Carole
Milner of the UK’s Museums
and Galieries Commission, the
momentum for change is given
by the growing concemn at the
impact of the contract culture
on the preservation of the cul-
tural heritage. Where market-
driven competition and tender-
ing offer the possibility of
choosing the cheapest option,
fears are mounting that it is far
tooeasy foruntrained individu-
als to handle works of art.,

The Pavia conference was

organised by the Asscciazione
Giovanni Secco Suarde for the
consecvation of the national her-
itage, with funding from the
EU, the Ministero per i Beni
Culiorali and the Consiglio
Mazionale delle Ricerche, Par-
ticipants from other Buropean
countries include the Ecole
Mationale du Patrimoine—Ifoa,
Paris St Denis; the Hamilton
Kerr Institite, the University of
Cambridge; the Hochschule fiir
Bildende Kunst, Dresden; the
Museums and Galleries Com-
mission of the Université Libre
de Bruxeiles, Sectiond' Histoire
del’Artetd’ Archéologie. C.R.



